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Ehat the moſt zealous - - 
{Profeſſors of Religion in all Ages | 
. | have bcen the greateſt Perſecutors of- 
| Chriſt and his moſt Spirituall - 


Members , illuſtrated and 
proved, 
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Aving ſen of late a little 
Book entituled « Teſtimo 
Bd of ”* Truth of Peſws 
AT d finding my flto { 
name, liſted te an Heretick, 1 inthatT., 0 
e formerly Afcrted that « Relcrver <3 
erfelt in ther life, or never, which I yct = 
1d for a truth, ſccing that as the. tres, 
falleth io ic ſhall lic, and it hath en NE, 
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(2) 
ter of the Holy-Scriptures ( without 
any of your fallible interpretations, The. 
time when, the place where, ana the. 
means by which, a man that before hee 
dycs Is not pertely made one with the 
Father and the Sonne by the Spirit, but. 
ſhall be made fo after death ; It ſhall: bs 
ſufficient unto me to retra& my opinion 
although TI have nothing afſerted bur is 
Scripture phraſc in the letter thereof, if 
you plcaſe to corſider the ſame, ſeeing 
the Apoſtle affirmeth on the behalf of his 
brethren the lewes. / bear bihem record 
that they have a 2.4al of God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge. Giveme leave to fct. 
before you that glafſe that hath plainly 
ſhewn me my former miſtakes, when Tt 
was zealus in my conformitic unto that 
adminiſtration oſthe Prelacy,& fince of 
that coycnanted form of Independency, 
thoſe that did know mee in either, can 
bear me witriefe of the truth of my zeal” 

unto my principles : bat having aclear- 
manifeftation-of the true ground at:d 
ciuſe from Ghenee arifeth all tho tevy- 
lings bitings atid devourings thatis a-' 
mongſt brethren,to be no other but ?hiat* 
old root of bitterneſs" which ſepiratot 
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Adam from his Maker, namely Ambiti- 
on and Covctouſnes ; hts Ambition led 
him no higher than God, bat to be equal 
with him 'in knowledge, his Cove- 
ruoſnefſe led bim out to that which was 
none of his, cither by gift or purchaſe : 
the ſame principle of Ambition and Co- 
vctuolnes remaincth, but in a different 
manner, no more aſccnding up ſo high 
as God, forthat way our necks were 
bruken ; but now the defigne is we will 
ferch God down as low as our ſelves, 
or we will have none of him, nay wee 
will knock him out of the: country, if 
he dareto manifeſt himfelfe in any other 
way then wee preſcribe him. As wee 
way plainly ſce in Caiz, when hee had 
formed a ſacrifice in which he thought 
Go D was bound to meet him, and 
the way of Abel was accepted, and. his 
rejected ; how was his countenance 
caſt down, and wrath cncreaſcd againit 
bis brother, ſo that nothing could fatis- 
he his diſconted foule, but the death of 
his brother, that ſo hee might na more 
be troubled with fach a manifeſtation of ; 
God ag appeared in him, - which was PRs” 
contrary unto his forme? Þ Korgh be« T2350 
A3 cauſe ”'** 
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cauſe all the people were holy, would 
not allow that manifeſtation of God 
unto Moſes, to be any whit ſuperlative 
unto him, or any of the people, and 
therefore ſtudbornly wee will not come 
up, * more' particularly come and ſee 
the recaſor: why the Prophets of the Lord 
could periſh no where but at leruſalem, 
where the temple of God was, the high 
Prieſt that was anointed with holy oile, 
the Tabernacle, the Mercy feat, the Al- 
tar of Iricenſe, the daily facrificc, and 
the Holy of Holics, where were the O- 
racles, and yet in this place muſt the 
Prophets fall. 

' Vndoubtedly for no other cauſe but 
that the Lord was pleaſed to manifeſt 
himſclſe in them, unto the people in a 
more {pirituall and falubious manner 
then he did appear in the Scribes who 
were their expoſiters of the law of Afo- 


ſes, ſecing therein no farther than the 


bare letter(the Prophets being no week- 
ly Lecturers, nor Maſtcrs of any Syna- 


gogues}but ſpake only when ſent, and as 
the Spirit gave them utterance, It ma y 
feem ftrang that 1/444h a Prophet of fo 

longſtanding as to prophelic ma 
- * -» Kings 
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(5) NO 
Kings, ſhould in his,old age be by the 
learned Rabbies 'awarded no better 
death, than to bee ſawed inpeices. It 
muſt needs be for ſome grievous blaſ- 
phemy; twoof which yee may find in _ 
* hispropheſie 2 according to their expo- Os " 
tions, the firſt was that the Gentiles * 7" 
ſhould be a glorious Charch, the ſecond 
| was that which raigneth ſo- much a- 
| mongſt us now, namely. hee preached 
down ÞOrdinances, Hee that billeth an b16,.66 
Occe as if he ſlew a man, he that ſacrificech © 36 
4 Lamb, as if he cut off a Dogges neck ; he 
that offercth an oblation a4 if hee offered 
ſwines blood, he that burneth incenſe as if 
he bleſſel an 141, this was blaſpheming 
enouzh to deſerve the Sawe, and that 
the firſt was blaſphemous enou zh to de- 
ſerve death, may appeare by that of St, 
'Paxl eAR, 22, 21, And he (aid nnto me 
depart, for I will (end thee far hence, wnto 
the gemtsles, v. 22. Ard they gave him an- 
dience unto this word, and then lift wp their 
voices and (aid away with ſuch a fellow 
{rom the earth, for it u not fit that he ſhould 
live : lothat to all ſuch now as are yet in 
tre mini{firation of Adofer,8:n0 farther, 
can and will kill any that live higher . a> 
OVec 


.(6) 
bove Ordinances, in the Spirit, if they 
can but get Ps/ate to give judgment, for 
the like cauſes did all the reſt of the Pros 
phets ſuffer, the being more ſpirituall, 
God bearing witnefſe in them, did out- 
ſhine thoſe that lived in the barc letter 
of Ordinances, and therefore could not 
bear ſuch doctrines that did crofſe their 
monthes. Firſt, their Sacrifices and 
their ſtanding before the Lord to en- 
quireaſter his wil,their hypocritical hu- 
miliations and bowing downe the head 
like a bulrnſh. Theſe things with many 
other ſpoken of by the Prophets, and 
{harply inveighed againſt ; many more 
(which I could mention, but for brevi- 
ty I omit) were the only cauſes why 
thoſe godly men according to the letter 
did deale ſo inhumanely barbarous with 
thoſe deare ſervants the Prophets of the _ 


| Ford, but you will fay if the who!c Sax- 


zcdrim of the Iewes did conſent, how 
came their Propheſics to be enrolled in 
the cannon of holy writ ? It is proba- 


ble that in all ages there were ſome few 


that had their negative voice, and did 


{urvive the execution of thoſe horrid 


councells and whcn.good Magiſtrates 
65 16h reigned 


Brees | 


C75 
reigned, then were thoſe records re- 
veiwed, & then wascnquiry made for 
their Sepulchers to have them adorned; 
and had welived in the days of our fa- 
thers wee would not have killed the 
Prophets of the Lord as they did, and 
ſo the generations ſucceſſively filled up 
the meaſure of their fathers iniquity; 
. more plainely, this 1s to bec ſeen in the 
dayes of the Lord Icfus Chriſt, if wee 
conſider well how he being ſo pgpular, 
when hee came to fave his lite by the 
vote of the people, loſt it ſo ſhametully 
that a Murthcrer was preferred before 
him, and the more ſtrang it 1s that their 
af:Rions but two dayes before were fo 
fixt on him, that tncy durſt enter into 
the {trong garriſon of TIcruſalem, being 
then under the command of the Ro- 
mans, Pilate being Governour ; an:1 
there openly to proclaimanew King of 
the houſe of David, crying Hoſanna, A « 
jarum fſuthcieaut to have brought them 
to a Councell of Warre, and there they 
might have thrown dice for their lives;' 
and yet theſe men upon ſerious contide- 
ration changed their minds, and with- 
1n three dayes voted him todeath. Burt 
you 


($) 
you will Gy this was a giddy wulcitude 
cafic to bee drawn by canning, cratty, 
wicked men ; the Iewiſh nation were 
never accompted fooles in worldly 
wiſdome, netther were theſe men pror 
pbane, but devout in expeRing their 
eMefras, and upon that accompt they 
followed him from ſea to ſca to hear his 
Doarine, and f:e bis Miracles, and 
when ſpices were ſent to carp at him, 
r.one fo ready as they to jultifie him, 
25, when the Chriſt commeth will he 
doe greater things than this man hath 
done. And lo on an inftant,crucihe himy 
away With him, he 1s not worthy to 
live. Ects enquire into the cauſe here- 
of, and farely you ſhall find it not to 
proceed from lightnefle, malice againſt 
God, or from prophancie, but rather 
jrom their zzal unto God, and the pre- 
{xrvation of -his holy Ordinances, as 
appcarcth thus. Vpon this nproare 
Caiphas ca)lerb an «f{<mnbly ( not of 
d:unkards, ſwearers, and prophanc 
perſons ) = but of the moſt reverend 
Prietts, Scribes, Phariſces, and devout 
men, that walked conſtantly in the per- 


formance of all R-ligious duties to- 
wards 


EX , 
wards God , according to the faſhion 
of the Church in thoſe daycs ; and ſome 
of them had walked in all good Conſci- 
ence towards God, as concerning tbc 
Law, nnblameable unto that day. 

Now faith he, Ye know nothing at 
all, neither do ye conſider that our nat1- 
on is like to periſh, if this Iclus rewain 
alive, you are ſoconſciencious of ſhed- 
ding bloud leaſt he ſhould be a Prophet, 
and ſo you thinke you ſhall thereby fill 
up the meaſure of our Fathers Iniquitic; 
but we mult ſometimes at Providentt- 
ally, as well as Piouſly and Iultly ; and 
therefore whether is it better t1at one 
man ſhould dye, or a whole Natton pe- 
riſh? this 1s now put to the vote, and 
carrycd in the affirmative ,. onely two 
arc in the negative /oſeph of »Arimathea 
and Nicodemus, but hecr is the quzre, 
the people fo doate on him, that they 
will ſtone us, we muſt therefore get him 
by night, and when we have fciz'd him 
we ſhall caſily draw cf the people from 
him: for in deed and truth heis not of 
God, but doth all bis works by Bclze- 
bub,and thus the people ſhall clearly ſce 
when wee have' gotten him : Chrift is 
now 


(10) 
now intheir hands by the treaſon of his 
owne lervarit , and that to the night 
when the multitude was aſfſcep , and 
now the people are called in having ſe- 
cured his perſon from their reach ; and 
now toe high Prieſt begins to ac his 
part,beginning thus or the like, brethren 
you arc the Children of Abraham, of 
the noble Rock of //rae/; to whom are 
commitred the Oraclzs of God, and yu 
arc all of you devout and zealous to- 
wards God , as weare tt 1sday, acccor- 
ding tothe Law of Moſes, and the tra- 
ditwns of the Fathers , for ye are ſurc 
that God ſpake with ofes; burtlT ſhall 
nzake 1t appear unto, chat all that this 
man hath done 1s by the power of Beel- 
250, for you may bz affurcd that who- 
{ever keepethr not the commandements 
which Moſes gave us, is'10t of God, 
20g when this doth appeare, you will 
hzve other though:s of him, call in the 
witncfſ:s, doth this man, your great Pro 
phet, keep the Sabborh day ? nothing 
Jeſſe, he works himſelfe, aud juſtihes o-. 
thers, alſo he made clay for a plaiſter, he 
allowed his Diſciples to gather corn, he 


commanded the impofent man to Carry 
_ his 
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(11) d 
bis. Bed, hecured the withered hand, 
and many morc fuch pranks he doth on 
the Sabboth day :: well, what thinke ye, 
is heafricnd to cur nation f. or doth he 
not complot with the Romans to dc- 
ſtroy us ? It is very probable z for wee 
defired him to reſolve us whether 5t was 
lawfull to grve Gods peny to Czliar or no, 
he bids us Give wsto Cxfar the' things 
that were Czfars, and wnto Ged, the things 
that are Gods ; ſec he cares not how he 
burtheneth the nation. What thinke ye 
of him concerning the Ordinances and 
the Temple, doth he maintain them? 
here 1s witneſs that he did intend to de- 
ſtroy the Temple : a very good teſtimo- 
ny; what ſayeſt thou to all zbat is wit- 
- nefſed againſt thee, anſwereſt thou no- 
thing for thy ſelfe? we intend to doe 
nothing againſt thee bur juſtice ; nay, 
thou ſhalt have mercy fromus, ſo farre 
as 1t may not empeach the glory of God 
for which our zcale is purcly fervent. 
Chritt anſwers nothing, as if he were 
ſure the major vote of the people would 
carry it forhim, Wy 
- tie is now commanded to-withdraw, 
and how the Preiſtsturnc to.the people 
P s what 


(12) 

whatthink yee, is he worthy to live? 

ſume of the wifer and more,conſcient1- 

ous amongſt them demur'd upon it, the 

' witneſſes not agrecing fully in every 

punctilio to the Articles exhibited a- 

gainſt him : now the Prieſt replycs TI. 

fee a mighty beſottednefle upon your 
ſpirits ; the breach of the Sabbath, the. 

deltru&ion of the Temple, the laying 

alide of Ordinances 1s nothing with 

you, think you will tollcrate Blaſphc« 

my ; likewiſe (nay) therc is no blaſphe- 

my proved azainſt him, but what if 

you hear him blaſpheme to your faces ? 

call him in againe : Comefir you have 

hard thoughts of us, as if we 1ntended 

to take away thy life right or wrong, 
which appcarcs to us by thy ſilent car. | 

riage towards us 3. but I would have 

thee know weeare holy conſciencious: 
men, and'do carneſtly wait for the e- 
fiah, and if wee were ſurc thou werrt 
him, we would worſhip thee, this ſer 
the people right to judge of him : now 
followes the oath ex officio, I adjure 
thee by the living God to tell us whe- 
ther be the Chriſt the ſon of the 
living God, Thew beft RE" 


$ > » Bs | 
7} ſay nnto you, bereafier ſhall yee ſee the 
ſon of mas jitting on the right hand of pow- 
er, and comming in the clouds of Heaven. 
Now yee have hcard his blaſphemy. 
Mat. 26,v,66, to 68. Sce then how 
pricſt and people(though devout) were 
tranſported into a frantick; zeale, for 
preſerving God from being blaſphe- 
med, not being able to bear the appea- 
rancy of God in the fleſh, and fo be- 
came the betrayers and murtherers of 
the Lord of life, and fo thoſe pings: 
that but even now fearcd no danger for 
Chriſt,being no bigher principled than 
in the carnall commandement of godli- 
neſſe given by CMoſes ,, which is but 
1 _ _ Ker of _ _—_ Were ca- 

Hy drawn Ande { DY tne 10US PIC- 
cof that md godlineſk which 
the Scribes and Pharifces lived in, and 
thereby deceived themflves as well as 
the people Jand fo thought it a more Pi- 
ous equitable work to vote, that a mur- 
therer ( who was penitent ) ſhould live, 
than to preſerve a Blaſphemer ,> that 
continues in his finne, and fo diſturbes 
the pvc their carnall Church. Vp. 
onthe'fathe accompt did our RR 

ke PS 


(14) 
ſhops deſtroy the Lollards, and burne 

the Martyrs , nct becauſe they were 

godly people, but becauſe they wete ad- 

judged Hereticks, yet wee condemne 

them as great perſecutors of the Saints : 

an yer we mult make up the meaſure of 
our Fathers iniquity ? if Penry Barraw 
3-4 Grenwel will be fo bold as to afftirme 
Biſhops to be Antichriſtian, he muſt 
hang for it. in the daycs of tamous Eli- 
zabeth ; and it Hacker will affirm that 
Chriſt 1s 1n him the hope of glory, he 
mutttruſs jikew1ſc;1 hope you will not 

conclude our Clergy to be malicioufly 
wicked, but what they did was in order 
to the peace of the.Churcb, and the glo= 
ty of God, as itd1d thenſappeare unto 
nem. Chriſt told Peter that fleſh and 
bloud re vealed not that confeſſion ; as 
+ heſhonld have faid,. If thou hadſt all 
the Divinitics cf the: Preiſts, Scribes, 
Phariices, and tearned Grecians, nay, it 
thong hadft been Door of the Chair in 
Oxtord and Cambridge, all theſe, nor a- 
ny of theſe can reveal me, but my Father 
which is is Heaven ; and therefore the 
time ſhall come , and ſtill is that the 
Rabbics of rhe Churches ſhall 


they 


(15), 
they doe God good ſervice when they 
kill my beloved ones, 

Now my deare hearts, and fellow 
" members 1n hat gloriens head the Lord 
Chriſt Ieſus, bee not bitter in your ſpis 
rits, and judge nothing before the rime; 
| experience is the beſt teacher, and there 
| fore to you that arc not privy to you 
ſelves of any fecret ſelvithneſſe, but 
are ſimply and purely zcalons for God, 
as was Sawl, and will not knowingly 
ſmire or off:nd the lcaft of Chriſts meat? 
bers, I ſay let me be bold in love to im- 
” parfunto you my former experience ſr 
the myſtcrie of Chriſt. I thought a long 
while a faith in Icſus, that dyed at 
» Ierufalem, was the top gallant of 4 
_ Chriſtian, but fince it doth clecrly ap- 
pear, that all che faith the diſciples had 
in Chriſt their Maſter, which was a 
faith only without, and none of the 
miſtery of Chrilt within them. 1 fay 
that faith in the perfori of the Lord fe- 
fas dyed with him, fo that when he was 
dead there was nor one that did expe&k 
ever to ſee him againe ; for Mary went 
nottoſes whethor he was riſen, bur ta 


= 
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who had ground cnough for belicf,could 

be ſo charitable as to judge Mary to bee 
no better than a lycr, in reporting fai- 
ncd things, affirming that he was riſen, * 
and we truſted it had been him that 
ſhould have delivercd Iſracl, faid the * 
two diſciples, but he is dead ; fo that its 
clear all the faith they had in Icſus dyed 
with Icſus : now the Apoſtle tels you 
Phil. 3.9. That we ms) be found in him: 
not having mine own righteouſneſſe which 
5 of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Chriſt ( not in Chriſt ) the righte- 
ouſneſſe which of God by faith, Andlike- 
wiſe it is not ſufficient that wee beleeve 
there. was ſuch a one dyed at Icrus 
| Glem,and God was fully pleaſed in him, 


But the ſame Apoſtle tcls you, Col. 1. 
24. That as the head paſſed through ſuffer- 
Ings, ſo there is a remarder of affiitts- 
ons of Chriſt in our fleſ#,for the bogyes ſake, 
And vere27., Ana 1bat it{afficeth not that 
there is a Chriſt without 9. But ( brift 


ou the hope of | plary. 
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all thoſe former examples, that the Pro- 


- phets, the Lord Teſus, the holy Martyrs, 


not one of them in their generation,dicd 
as the ſervants of the Lord, but as blaſ- 
pbemers and dangerous hereticks, ac- 
cording to theaccount of the reverend 
Clergy then living,whoſe zeal (for God 
and the preſervation of the peace and 
purity of holy mother Church, to 


preſerve theglory of the one, and the 


honour of the other, was the principle 
cauſe that Jed them forth to deal fo cru- 
elly with them. Now ſceing'that une 
matchable Pharifec Sau! ( which pro- 
fcſſion in the church of God 1n that-ge+ 
neration was accounted molt pious ) 
that coyld fay as concerning the law he 
was unblamcable in his Soc, 
being mad in his zcale for God, agai 

thedear Saints of God. Confider in how 


deſperate a condition he was in, when 


going to Damaſcus, if mercy had not 


met him : and ſeeing the Lord Iefus con-" 


ſtitute 1n his church, never a Conſtable 
nor Iuſtice of peace to meddle with any 


of his Saints, why arc you ſoimporty- | 
nate to call in the Magiſtrate for your 


produee! 


aſſiſtance, Reing you doc not 
your 
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— 
your warrant or preſident from him, & 


convince him, ſo ſhall the church more 


probably bee freed from bypoerific and 
backſliding, and you ſhall not through 


miſtakes attrat any guilt upon them 
or your fclvcs ; and the rather becauſe 
you ingenioully confeſle that you do but 
conceive this way you preſcribe to bee 
the right way. : 

Sec haw our grandmother Eve was 
deccived inher conception when ſhee 
brought forth Ca, it could be no lefſe 
then the A{cþah, as ſhe thought ; and lo 


ſecing I find but one eivill officer in bjs | 
family, namcly a Treaſurer: and for his -. 
ſake, be fo courteous as not in the leaſt 
fo engage the civill Magiſtrate with his . 
corrective power tocntorce any man to | 
be a beleever, before that holy ſpirit * 


tn | 
Ly , 4 
A 
| 
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a Myrthercre and 4brabans a Prophet of 


the Lord, and the father of the faithfyll, 
thought he had gotten the heire of pro- 


g but a perſecuting ſcofr, there- 
fore take heed of zcal nor rightly enfor- 
med : and ſurely thele feverall forty 
ſtripes fave one, which Pavl ſo frequents 


Jy met with, will fall very fmart upon. 


his 


miſe when he had Jſemae!, and hee had 


, 


/ 


: 
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his back, that will at any{time take the 
boldneſſe(upon his fallible judgement) 
tolend them unto any Saint ; and ſarel 
it will not repent any Saint of God that - 
he did notenterpri& to grieve the leaſt 


little one, that beleeveth. And there- 
fore (weetly David, x Sam. 25. 33, 34* 


By wbich counſel he was diverted from 
executing the determination of his 
counſell of War ; conſider ſcrioufly who 
they were that perſecuted Ieſfus Chriſt, 
the Prophets , and the Martyrs, were 
the men that did openly profefſc them- 
ſelves enemies to incſſe, nothi 
leſs; ſuppoſe in the dayesof Chri 
Ieſus the people would have had Reli- 
gion reformed, who ſhould have been 
choſen for the Aſſembly ? doubtleſſe it 
muſt have been Scribes and Phariſees, 
and no Publicans ; ſarcly Gamaliel was 
likely to have been Prolocutor, and his 
diſctple Sau! might have been the pab+ 
lique notary ; and yet ſeo how theſc 
learned foules in their zeal for God 
were miſtaken ; leave all the reſt, ar 
to our preſent time, how many of otir 


' reverend Divines in the time of their 


Prelaticall obedience, how —__ 


(20) | 

did they contend for the upholding-of 
the Leturgie, againſt ſuch as oppoſed itz {| 
which now they caſt ont with tonges 
and flice.” And had Biſhop Laud not 
ftcadtaſtly beleeved God was highly 
concerned in thoſe matcriall churches, 
4nd that m=nscringing and crouchin 
werc of high conccrnment betore God, 
he would never have run the hazard of 
his head as he did. It is good to be zea- 
Jouſly af:Red alwaycs ina good thing. 
Gal. 4.18. And having no other ground 
bat our fatlible concepticns to guide our 
felves and others by,let ws be very tenacr of 
enforcing, : 
- . Now Chriſt atone having the go- 
vernment upon his ſhoulders who 1s 
only wiſe and infall:1ole, and fecrng the 
temple 1s filled with fnoake and that he 
wil bring bis people into the wildernes | 
and plcad with them, and that tongues 
{ball ceaſe, and ye ſhall no more fay one 
to another know the Lord, but ye ſhall 
be all taught of me, from the greatelt 
tothe leaſt, why ſhall we limit the ho- 
| ty oneof Ifrac], and fay the time is not 
yet? And feeing he hath a fanne in his 
ban3,he wil throughly purge his _ 

| n 


4} 
/ 


14 
And bee not like thoſe officious huſ- 

bandmen, who no ſooner thought they 
{aw a blade like a tare, but they muſt be 
picking of it up;theanſwer was,letboth 


grow together untill harveſt, and unto 


James & lohx,ye wot not of what ſpiric 
ycarc of, I come not to deſtroy but to 
ſave. It may ſeem here 1s begging for a 
tollcration ; for my elf 1 paſſe not what 
menconclude on in the matters of God, 
if they break his bonds, caſt away his 
cords, and will not have Chriſt to raign 
over them, they are but laughe at, and 
will fall to picces, knowing and being 
wel affured that therc is a reſt for the 
people of God;a nd they thatcnter 
into it ceaſe fromrheir workes as God 
did from his, and that the kingdomes 
and the powers ſhall ferve the Lord 
Chriſt inthe Saints, and this ſafficeth 


mc. 
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